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glabrous, reticulately veined, base acute; petiolules 2.5 mm. long.
Flowers in peduncled, panicled or simple spikes 15-25 cm. long,
axillary or from the nodes of old leafless branches. Calyx £ jout
1.25 mm. long, minutely 5-toothed. Corolla 2.5-3 mm. long, yellow.
Pods 30-90 cm. long by 7.5-10 cm. wide and 3.8 cm. thick, slightly
curved, woody, the sutures very thick, indented between the seeds.
Seeds 6-15, orbicular or orbicular-oblong, 4.5-5.7 cm. diam., com-
pressed, smooth and shining, brown. The joints of the pod break
away from the thickened sutures which remain as an empty frame.
Distribution'   Central   and   E.   Himalaya,   Nepal,   "W.   Peninsula,   Ceylon.—Tropics
generally.
The powdered kernel, mixed with some few spices, is commonly
taken by native women for some days immediately after delivery,
for allaying the bodily pains and warding off cold.
The seeds are used in pains of the loins, in debility and in
glandular swellings. They are given internally as an emetic.
The kernel of the seeds is employed by the Hill people as a
febrifuge. In Java, employed as emetic.
An infusion of the spongy fibres of the trunk is used with advan-
tage for various affections of the skin in the Philippines. The plant
is used as a fish-poison.
The seeds, after pounding, are rubbed on aching chests by the
Mundas of Chota Nagpur; and, mixed with water, are given as a
drink to buffalo-calves when these get worms during the first two
or three weeks.
In Indo China, the seeds are considered alexiteric, narcotic, and
emetic.
In Guinea, a decoction of the bark is given internally as an
astringent; the pounded leaves are applied to wounds as a vulnerary.
In South Africa, the seed is used for infants to bite during teeth-
ing and also as a remedy in cerebral haemorrhage. The roasted pod
and seed are a coffee substitute, and are said to be purgative. The
plant is used as a fish-poison.
Afrikaans: Seeboon—; Ashanti: Afirataa—; Bengal:
Gilagach, Gilla, Pangra—; Bombay: Garambi, Garbi, Gardal,

